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Chiefs Update
Danché,
Happy New Year Kluane First Nation Citizens! Its hard to believe that it already 2019 as Council enters into their last year of term we
have been very focusing on priorities with continued participation at CYFN leadership, Chiefs Committee on Education, and meetings
with YG, Minister McPhee on Kluane Lake School which we are exploring possibilities with hopes that KFN and YG can agree upon.
On January 8, 2019 Modern Treaties & Self Governing First Nations Chiefs met with Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada to discuss Renewing the Fiscal Relationship on progress and next steps. Priorities for Action on Reconciliation including the Implementation Policy, Modern Treaties Implementation review, Changes to Federal Interpretation Act, Negotiation Loans Reimbursement
and Distinction Based Approach.
I attended the 2019 BC Mineral Roundup in Vancouver on January 27-31. I will be attendance once again as we auction off another
Special Sheep Guiding Opportunity (SSGO) in Reno on February 7-10. Yukon Forum is scheduled for February 14, and Intergovernmental Forum will be held on February 15 in Whitehorse. I will be in attendance in Ottawa on February 25-28 for Land Claims Agreements
Coalition Leadership meeting.
At KFN’s General Assembly 2018 a resolution #2018-08 Lateral Violence Education Campaign was passed directing every KFN Citizen to
attend Lateral Violence workshops. This was mandatory for all staff and the first round of Lateral Kindness was held on November 1920, another session followed on January 16-17, 2019. The 3rd and the final date to be offered for these workshops are March 5-6, 2019
at the Jacquot Hall this will be open to everyone in the community and I encourage all KFN Citizens to attend this very informative
workshop. Council is also pleased to announce the acquisition of Pine Valley this will be used for Cultural Camps, General Assemblies,
meetings, retreats and other organizations and groups will be welcome to use for a minimal fee. KFN directors will soon be working on
budgets and workplans for 2019/2020 and to present at council for approval in March.
We have some changes to positions at KFN. Grace Southwick has made the transition from Lands, Resources & Heritage (LRH) Director
to our Executive Director, Geraldine Pope was the successful applicant for the LRH director’s position. I want to thank these ladies for
their continued dedication and hard work. I would also like to welcome Michael McIsaac to KFN as our new Wellness & Education Director. Please visit our newly refreshed website www.kfn.ca for up to date information.
I would like to congratulate our new councillor Shannon Walker who was sworn in on February 9th.

Shä̖w níthän,
Chief Bob Dickson
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PWMS Director Update
Hello everyone, a short update as to what PWMS department doing this January. I hope everyone is enjoying their winter.
Housing:
Early February #39 Lhu Man Way will be ready for occupation, tenant to be allocated by the Management Team by February 15 th.
RRAP – 4 houses completed
#19 Sedata
#20 Sedata
#21 Sedata
#15 Southwick
Currently on #28 Sedata
#23 Old Allen being renovated
Public Works:
Ongoing plumbing issues and repairs on gym being done;
New sewer truck up and running in anticipation of new water treatment plant, Jason MacDonald and Doug Danroth are attending
the Water Treatment Level 1 & 2 course at Yukon College; Jason Tapp completed the Bulk Water Treatment; Jason MacDonald
completed the Basic Small Waters Systems Operation; All courses are reimbursable from YWWOP Yukon College;
Wood contractors are keeping up demand on wood for the boilers;
In the process of transferring vehicle inventory to 550 on Xyntax to track budget and spending;
Ordered tent extension for the GA tent by 15 feet bringing the tent size to 36 x 60; Water Treatment Plant: road upgrade has
been completed. Up to YG for the bidding process for the Water Treatment Plant; Pine Valley – winterized right now. First use by
Men’s Retreat in February 2019; Second use by Lands & Resources for Heritage March 8 th. A Contest to come up with name
change $100 first prize – reflect on KFN culture. Will be posted in the public areas.
Fire Smart finished as of December 28, 2019; Can look at more funding for more projects with assistance from ASETS for 60% of
funding for citizens and possibly other FN citizens;
The plow truck has kept busy this week clearing our roads and Elders driveways.
Thanks to all the Public Works staff for their hard work and efforts in keeping everything working during the winter months.
It’s really appreciated by all the citizens and employees of KFN.
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Wellness & Education Department Update
The Kicksleds have arrived!! The Healthy Living department
received funding through lotteries (thanks to the Burwash
Landing Recreation Committee) for the purchase of community
kicksled. We now have 8 kicksleds that we can all have fun
with. Every Saturday morning (weather permitting) the Winter
Adventure Club will get together at the Jacquot Hall at 10am
and go out for a tour. All are welcome and a warm healthy
snack will follow. See you there!

Healthy Living Upcoming Events
February 22, 23, 24, 2019
Men’s Retreat at Pine Valley Lodge
Men are welcome to enjoy the long week-end at Pine Valley Lodge snowmobiling, ice fishing and enjoying the outdoors.
All meals and accommodations are provided. For more details and to sign up please see Tralee MacDonald, Healthy Living Coordinator.

March 4th to 7th, 2019

KLS/KFN Youth Trip to Whitehorse.
Registration and information for this trip will be out very soon. This year is very exciting, we will be experiencing some
new activities such as dog sledding, glass blowing, and the Takini Hot Springs. We will also be on the ski hill, enjoying the
Canada Games Center and the Beringia Center! We can’t wait for the fun to begin.

March 11th to 14th, 2019
KFN Spring Break Day Camp
Registration and information for this camp will be out very soon. We are planning a spring day camp to Pine Valley daily to
enjoy the beautiful outdoors. Activities such as ice fishing, kicksleding, camp fire cooking, geocaching and emergency shelter building with be offered. We will have some great leaders joining us and a whole bunch of adventure.
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Language Nest Update
Dan Kwánje T’äw

The Language Nest continues to work on reviving our language and culture. We teach the children about respecting themselves
through stories and actions.
The Language Nest no longer teaches the one word system, it is now in full mode of working towards full immersion. This has been a
difficult road as English prevails over our language. This is not a hindrance as our little ones are able to pick up dialects from a different First Nation and we should not get hung up on this. There will be a new structure that is being put in place dealing with the language and we will work towards full immersion programs.
Spring is upon us, so we will take the children on nature walks and dan’ke will be used as we have done for the past few years. This is
an exciting time for them instead of being cooped up in the daycare. Restricted weather temperatures have not allowed the children
to be outdoors. It is a little warmer but only limited time is allowed to be outdoors.
They are looking forward to the Muskrat (Zäna) Camp. This is a time of learning from our Elders and our young people who interact
with them on the land. They love watching the teachings that are being taught there.
We look forward to this upcoming year with the changes, so it will be an exciting year.
Joyce Johnson-Albert was hired until April 31, 2019 as a temporary language teacher. It has been exciting to work with her. The children really enjoy having her here, and she comes with many experiences when it comes to language and culture.

Learning the Language
Da-k’-â-náh-ta-jè = (you all look after yourselves)
Tl’á-hų Kwa-ch’e’ = (that’s all)
Ń-ts’i nį-ts’i-a? = Is it windy outside?
Ń-ts’i nį-ts’I = It’s windy.
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Pine Valley Winter Outing Schedule - Mar. 8-11/2019
TIME

FRIDAY-March 8/19

8:00 AM

9:30 AM
9:30 am-10:00 am
10:00 AM

SATURDAY-March 9/19 SUNDAY-March 10/19 MONDAY-March 11/19
Breakfast

Arrive All Day & Set up Check Rabbit Snares
Your Camp
Pack Your Lunch
Leave on Ski-doo Trip

12:30 PM

Hot Lunch/Pinevalley

Packed Lunch

1:00 PM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Make Rabbit Snares
Set Rabbit Snares
Supper
Drumming & Singing

Ski-Doo
Ski-Doo
Supper
Drumming & Singing

Breakfast

Breakfast

Check Rabbit Snares

Take Down Rabbit Snares

Leave for Pick Handle Clean, Pack & Take Down
Lake /Ice Fishing
Camp
Lunch at Pickhandle
Hot Lunch/Pinevalley
Lake/ Chili, smokies,
hotdogs etc…..
Ice Fishing
Clean, Pack & Take Down
Ice Fishing
Head for Home
Supper
Sewing, Playing Cards or
Games
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Thechal dhal update
The Thechàl Dhäl Visitor Centre has had a makeover! In addition to the new deck, roof and siding, there’s an extra room for visitors
and locals to enjoy. The new room has superb views to Thechàl Dhäl and the Ä’äy Chu Valley, and will have a propane “woodstove”
and comfortable furnishings. The centre will open for the visitor season beginning in May 17, 2019!

Kluane First Nation and Parks Canada are working together to provide opportunities for the local community and visitors to share in
the appreciation of the surrounding area and in the rich culture and traditions of the Kluane First Nation. The new room will be an
excellent place for people to gather and share stories, crafts and enjoy the amazing views.

We are looking for a name for this room. One idea is Sharing Place, another is Our Story Place. The final selected name will be translated into Southern Tutchone. Do you have a different suggestion? Please send your ideas to Mary Jane Johnson, Heritage.Manager@kfn.ca before March 15, 2019. Parks Canada and KFN will select the best room name from everyone’s ideas. We will
also do a prize draw from all entries submitted.

The effects of fear in the wild: how snowshoe hares respond to the threat of predation.
My name is Melanie and I am part of the Trent University snowshoe hare team. I spent three
years living and doing research (2014-2016) in Kluane as part of my PhD and have been blessed to meet
a few of you along the way. As a child growing up, my father instilled in me a love, respect and curiosity
of nature. Him and I, we were always fascinated by the relationship between predators and their prey
and that led me to doing graduate research on this topic. I have completed my work and the findings tell
an interesting story. I wanted to share that story with you and hope you find it as fascinating as I do.
Predators: Predators can affect prey in one of two ways. First, they directly affect
prey by killing and consuming them. While this may be interesting from a population
numbers perspective, I think it isn’t that interesting because we know what happens
to the prey – it gets eaten! More interesting (to me at least) is that predators can
also indirectly affect prey just by being present in the environment, as prey don’t
want to be eaten and so take steps to avoid that fate!
The question then becomes can indirect effects of predators be just as powerful as
direct effects? That is – can indirect effects also affect population numbers?
Prey: There are lots of ways that prey can avoid the risk of predation in their environment. Usually the
first thing that happens when prey meet a predator is that have what is called a “fight or flight”
response. This response is activated through the stress axis in the body and it is perfectly normal as it
helps prey deal with that predator encounter. Now, while a bit of stress is good because it helps prey
with those “risky” situations, either altering their behavior (e.g., maybe they are more vigilant or avoid
certain habitat types) or energy use (e.g., they stay put more to avoid detection and so eat less), what if
they had that stress response all the time (i.e., are chronically stressed)? Over the long term this chronic
stress state which is helping the animal deal with risk may have an ultimate cost. For example, if an
animal spends all its time trying to avoid detection and not eating, does that impact its body condition
and therefore its chance at survival? Can it impact its ability to reproduce?
While we have documented a variety of ways that prey respond to predation risk, we
have a limited understanding of the multiple ways prey can respond at once and how
that can translate to altered survival or reproduction in nature.
The experiment: To examine how prey respond to predation risk in the wild, I needed
a model species to work with. Snowshoe hares made a good choice for a few reasons:
i.

ii.

Snowshoe hare cycles are intrinsically tied to their predators and
predators cause hare declines. It is likely that predators both directly affect hares and also
indirectly affect them as well. This relationship is likely strong meaning I would see effects if
they were there!
Kluane is a special place where hares have been monitored for a long time (>40 years). It is
because of this that we knew hares were coming out of their cycle lows when this work
started. This means that hare numbers were on the rise, giving me study animals to work
with, and predators were low in the environment, meaning risk was low as well. The timing
was thus perfect for this study.
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YOUTH RESEARCH WORKSHOP
OPPORTUNITY!
February 18-22, 2019
At the Kluane Lake Research Station

and the Wanderer’s Inn

Ikaarvik: Barriers to Bridges
is coming to the Kluane First Nation and

the
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations

Kwíyajal - we welcome Youth ages 17-29 to a 5-day workshop

If you think learning the knowledge of your Grandfathers and Grandmothers is neat - than you'll find learning of shared
Indigenous Knowledges (IK) is awesome. If you want to explore how both IK and science can be tools to answer questions
that are important to your community, then this workshop will get you started.
Explore the strengths of both IK and science and using both for addressing local issues Identify lifeforms, land, water, air
issues as possible priorities for research in your area. How to present and discuss your ideas with your First Nation Councils and community leaders Meet Inuit youth from Nunavut who are part of the Ikaarvik team

Get inspired, have fun, meet and network, develop your leadership skills and did we mention have fun?
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kate Van Ballegooyen, KFN Environment Officer at 867-841-4274, environment@kfn.ca
Mary Jane Johnson, Heritage Manager at 867-841-4274 ex: 240, heritage.manager@kfn.ca
Monica Krieger, CAFN Renewable Resource Manager at 867-634-4200, mkrieger@cafn.ca
Eric Solomon, Ikaarvik Co-Lead at 604-659-3496, eric.solomon@ocean.org
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2018 Results from Parks Canada Moose Survey
Each fall, moose will head up into the alpine and form into groups. What causes them to do this? Is it the colder temperatures or is it
the snow? Maybe foraging options are better up there? These were some of the things we were thinking about during the annual survey of the moose population in the Shär Ndü Chù (Duke River) area this year, which was carried out by Parks Canada and KFN staff on
November 1st.

The Duke moose population has been surveyed almost every year since 1981. During the 80’s, an average of 107 moose were counted
each year but, starting in 1991, the population steadily declined until 2007 when a total of only 26 moose were observed. Since 2011,
the population has been recovering but during this year’s survey in November we counted only 52 moose, which is the lowest number
since 2009.

There was very little snow in the alpine, making it difficult to spot moose, so maybe the survey team missed a few moose. Or, maybe
some moose still had not made it up into the alpine before we did the survey. Either way, it’s unlikely that these things can account
for how low the numbers were this year. The number of calves compared to the number of cows were also quite low this year. A
healthy calf:adult cow ratio is 30 calves for every 100 cows, and this year the calculated calf:adultcow ratio was found to be 9 calves
per 100 cows.

Hopefully, the population can get back on track to continue recovering from when it crashed in the 90’s. Parks Canada will be out
there again next year to see how the population is doing after the low numbers that were observed during this year’s survey.
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Pickhandle Lakes is identified as a Habitat Protection Area (HPA) in the Kluane First Nation Final Agreement. The HPA is important to
both the Kluane First Nation (KFN) and the White River First Nation (WRFN). The area will be protected in order to conserve habitat,
practice conservation and safeguard traditional practices.
The HPA is a culturally and ecologically rich wetland complex that is 51 km² in size and found in the Shakwak Trench between the communities of Burwash Landing and Beaver Creek. The area is especially important for waterfowl and moose populations.

The Planning Process for the HPA began in 2009 when a steering committee was established to collect information, develop recommendations and provide guidance for the HPA. The steering committee is made up of members from KFN, WRFN, and Government of
Yukon, The steering committee was busy in the early years gathering information. Surveys and fieldwork were completed during that
time that included a water resource evaluation, beaver and muskrat survey, habitat assessment, fisheries investigation, and amphibian
assessment. Open houses were held and a workshop at Lake Creek campground to collect information about the HPA. Planning was
put on hold in 2011 due to concerns about lack of inclusion of traditional knowledge. In 2015, the steering committee came back together and local and traditional knowledge were collected through KFN and WRFN. The PHLHPA website will be renewed in the coming months with current information. A draft Management plan for the HPA is now near completion. The Management Plan will be a
guiding document about how to look after the land. Public meetings will be held in the coming months to present the draft Plan for
comment. Stay tuned for meeting dates!
Submitted by the
Pick
Pickhandle Lakes HPA Management Plan Steering Committee

Burwash Library Hours

Monday 10 AM—2 AM

Tuesday 12 PM—5 PM

Wednesday 11 AM—1 PM
4 PM—8 PM
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Thank you to the following businesses who donated towards our annual Christmas Dinner
and Staff Party
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Community
Christmas

Dinner
2018
Specials thanks to Santa for taking the time out of your busy
schedule to visit the kids of Burwash Landing !
Thanks to our cooks Sheri Atlin & Christabelle Carlick for
providing all the delicious food! Everyone who stayed behind
for the cleanup!
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Photos of the
Community!

Beef Stew Cook Off Winners!

Congratulations to Mary
Jane Johnson on winning
the survivor pool!
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Cinnamon Roll Cookies
TOTAL TIME: 2 HOURS, 40 MINUTES FOR 36 COOKIES
Ingredients:
•

2 and 1/4 cups (281g) all-purpose flour (spoon & leveled)

•

1/2 teaspoon baking powder

•

1/4 teaspoon salt

•

3/4 cup (170g) unsalted butter, softened to room temperature

•

3/4 cup (150g) granulated sugar

•

1 large egg, at room temperature

•

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

•

Filling

•

2 Tablespoons (15g) butter, melted and slightly cooled

•

1/4 cup (50g) granulated sugar

•

1 Tablespoon ground cinnamon

•

Icing

•

1 cup (120g) confectioners' sugar

•

3 Tablespoons (45ml) milk

•

1/2 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Directions:
1.

Make the dough: Whisk the flour, baking powder, and salt together. Set aside.

2.

Using a hand mixer or a stand mixer fitted with paddle attachment, beat the butter for 1 minute on high speed until creamy. On
medium-high speed, beat in the granulated sugar until completely creamed and smooth, about 2 minutes. Add the egg and vanilla
extract and beat on high until combined, about 1 minute. Scrape down the sides and bottom of the bowl as needed.

3.

Add the dry ingredients to the wet ingredients and mix on low until combined. If the dough still seems too soft, you can add 1
Tablespoon more flour until it is a better consistency for rolling.

4.

Shape and fill: Divide the dough into 2 equal parts. Roll each portion out in a rectangle (about 9x7 inches) onto a floured silicone baking mat (or floured parchment paper) to about 1/4″ thickness. Spread 1 Tablespoon of melted butter onto each rectangle.
Mix the granulated sugar and cinnamon together then sprinkle evenly over each.

5.

Working slowly, tightly roll up each rectangle into a 9-inch log. If the dough is cracking at all, use your fingers to smooth it out.
Some cracks are OK. Chill the logs of dough for at least 2 hours. What I like to do is carefully transfer the logs to a cutting board
or plate and cover loosely with plastic wrap.

6.

Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper or a silicone baking mat. (Always recommended for cookies.)

7.

Remove dough logs from the refrigerator. Cut into 1/2 inch slices. Place slices onto baking sheets about 2 inches apart.

8.

Bake for 10-11 minutes, until lightly browned on the sides. Remove from the oven, allow to cool on the baking sheet for 5
minutes, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely before icing.

Make the icing: Whisk all of the icing ingredients together. Drizzle over cookies. Cover and store cookies at room temperature for up
to 5 days.
Make ahead tip: Baked cookies (with or without icing) freeze well up to 3 months. Thaw overnight in the refrigerator. You can chill
the cookie dough for up to 2 days (step 5). You can also freeze the cookie dough before rolling for up to 3 months. Allow to thaw overnight in the refrigerator, then bring to room temperature for about 1 hour. Then roll and continue with the recipe as directed.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

For more information, please visit kfn.ca or contact KFN Reception: (867) 841-4274

Date/Time

Event

Every Wed.
12 PM

Community Lunch in the Youth & Elders room. All are welcome!
A $5 donation is appreciated.

Every Wed.
6:30 PM—8:30 PM

Sewing Night in the Youth & Elders room. All are welcome to join!

February 9, 2019
10:00 AM—2:00 PM

Constitution Community Consultation at Jacquot Hall

February 12-14
9:00 AM –5:00 PM

Land Use Planning Community Consultation at Jacquot Hall

February 20, 2019

Elders Council 10:00 AM—4:00 PM

February 21, 2019

Council 9:00 AM—5:00 PM

February 22, 2019

Heritage Day-Office Closed

February 24, 2019

Youth Council Meeting at STTC office in Whitehorse 11:30 AM—3:00 PM

March 5—6, 2019

Lateral Kindness at the Jacquot Hall

March 8—11, 2019

Pine Valley Winter Outing

March 13, 2019

Elders Council 10:00 AM—12:00 PM

March 14, 2019

Council 9:00 AM—5:00 PM

March 25-29, 2019

Muskrat Camp at Pine Valley

All stories, articles, photos, and opportunities are welcome.
Please have the receptionist take your submission or
you can email it to reception@kfn.ca
P.O. Box 20, Burwash Landing, Yukon Territory, Y0B 1V0

Main Ph: (867) 841-4274 Fax: (867) 841-5900
Check out our website for latest updates and follow us on the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
www.kfn.ca

Kluane First Nation

@kfnnews

@kfnsocial

